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Four hundred ninety nine years ago the Ottomans raided Friuli for the last time. Friuli is a region
in the north-eastern part of Italy. At the beginning of the fifteenth century it was almost completely
under the rule of the patriarch of Aquileia but in 1420 (7 June) the Venetians conquered it. Venice
was above all a naval power, but in that period spread its influence also on the mainland. Its men and
its ships fought against the Turks in the Eastern Mediterranean and in the Greek islands but now the
Ottomans had the chance of reaching its very countryside by land. This happened during the two
Ottoman-Venetian wars of 1463-79 and 1499-1503".

In June 1469 the Ottomans arrived as far as Gorizia, which was not under Venetian rule at that
time, but they did not cross the Venetian border”. The raids of November 1471 are described only in
Domenico Malipiero’s chronicle® while archwal sources of the period did not mention them at all,
but speak of the possibility of an invasion*. In fact Ottoman raiders reached Friuli only during the
following year. In autumn 1472 they entered Venetian Friuli for the first time. They were led by an
unknown Albanian and by Hasan bey (perhaps belonging to the Evrenosogullar family)’.

The Ottomans who reached Venetian Friuli in that year and in the following ones were akinct and
they were led by members of old Ottoman families. In November 1477 Omer bey Turahanoglu
crossed the Venetian border and he repeated his attack the following year together with Ali bey
Mihaloglu, Bali bey Malkogoglu and Iskender, sancakbeyi of Bosnia. They all are well-known to
historians. The exploits of Ali bey were described by Suzi Celebi from Prizren in a gazavat-name,
where, however, Friuli raids are not quoted at all. There are two versions about the names of the
sancakbeyi of Bosnia’s parents. According to the first he was the son of a Genoese and a woman
from Trebisonda, accordmg to the other Iskender was a member of the Mihalogullar1 family and
brother of Ali bey’.
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Afier the 1478 raids the Ottomans came back to Friuli only in 1499, at the very beginning of
another Otioman-Venetian war. These new raids took place between the 28 of September and the 5
of October and the Ottoman leader was again the old Iskender bey. For this reason he can not have
died in 1498 as some people say.

During the second half of the fifteenth century the Ottomans did not want to conquer Friuli in
order to settle there. Their raiders had only the task of diverting the Venetians’ attention from the
Levant and from the real aim of the bulk of the army. Sometimes they wanted to open another front,
sometimes only to frighten their enemy. For this reason in 1480 Mehmed II asked the Venetians to
make an agreement against Ferrante of Aragona and informed them of the attack planned against
Otranto; but also sent his men to Val Canale ready to cross the border and raid Friuli if the Venetians
dared to tell what he had in mind’.

During the Ottoman-Venetian wars of this period the akinc used in Friuli their usual tactics. The
attacks lasted but some days: four days in July 1478, thirteen days in November 1477.

It is important to note that in this period, on the contrary, the Venetians changed completely their
way of fighting the Ottomans by land. In 1469 in order to face some possible Ottoman raid they
hired bands of mercenaries, as those of Deifebo da Anguillaras, Galeotto da Faenza, Ercole
Malvezzi, Fontaguzzio da Bologna and the company of the lance spezzate’ called from St. Mark’s.
Moreover, they sent men of the cernide from their lands of Bergamo, Crema, Brescia, Verona,
Vicenza, Padova and Treviso. The members of the cernide were not real soldiers but peasants
prepared to defend only their villages and their houses and, for this reason, ill-suited to fight in
places they did not know. Moreover, these peasants, as well as the mercenaries soldiers, had never
met Ottoman raiders and they did not know their way of fighting.

The Venetians rulers behaved in the same way in the following years. It was only during the
attack of November 1477 that they realised that the ‘Italian way’ of fighting was of no use with the
Ottomans. Then the first Venetian troops which met the Ottomans were immediately defeated. The
Venetian commanders Girolamo Novello and Giacomo Badoer were killed; Giacomo Martinengo
fled from the enemy while Zaccaria Barbaro remained in the stronghold of Gradisca. Another
commander sent from Venice, Francesco Michiel, preferred to come back while the mercenary
captain, Cola da Campobasso, arrived too late™.

Tn the following April the commander of the Venetian troops was the famous Carlo da Montone,
and he had under his orders Giacomo da Porcia and Antonio di Pers. This mercenary captain realised
that it was not possible to fight in the Italian way against the Turks and tried to use the same tactics
of the enemy. He sent groups of few men for short attacks, waging a sort of guerrilla-war. He was
shrewd and he did not accept to fight an open field battle against iskender bey who was camped in a
place still called in the language of Friuli ‘Ciamp dal Turchs’, that is to say ‘the field of the Turks’.
In fact it was a trap, since Ali bey and Bali bey were ready to aftack the Venetians. So Carlo da
Montone remained in Gradisca while the Ottomans went northward. They reached Tolmino,
Caporetto and Plezzo; then they crossed the Passo del Predil, to reach Coccau, Weissenfels and
Villach. They crossed the Alps and they had to tie their horses with ropes and rags to make them go
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